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ABOUT THIS BOOK: Zulaikha is a thirteen-year-old girl living in Afghanistan during and after the Taliban
had taken over the country. Zulaikha lives with the memory of her mother being killed by the Taliban for
owning books. Each day she must deal with taunting and looks of disgust due to her disfiguring cleft lip. In a
society where women are expected to marry and bear children, she feels she will be disappointing her father due
to this. When an unexpected offer of surgery is presented, Zulaikha has a glimmer of hope that she can lead a
“normal” life. When her hopes seem dashed because her father feels disrespected by the American doctors,
Zulaikha secretly turns to an old friend of her mother to teach her to read and write. She remembers the thrill of
hearing her mother read and quote poetry. Maybe this was the better life she was destined for?
This book does contain some sensitive material, such as bullying, polygamy, and women’s sex roles.
YOU MIGHT LIKE THIS BOOK IF…You would like to gain a better understanding about the cultures of
other countries. It presents some religious, social, economic, cultural, and traditional beliefs and practices of the
Afghan people. While the goal of the American soldiers was to assist the people, there was sometimes tension
because of their lack of understanding about these practices. The Afghan people sometimes considered the
Americans as heroes, but sometimes as villains. This is a good lesson to everyone in learning how to treat each
other with respect, even when your beliefs don’t align with theirs.

